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President’s Message
Well we’re back from IDXC 2018, a little lighter in the wallet, a little heavier around the waistline, a little
more knowledgeable and a lot richer in friendships. I think we all had a great time and now it’s time for
NCDXC to begin work on next year’s 70th Anniversary IDXC.
On June 21st we will hold elections for our 2018-2019 leadership team. Nominations are open for all
positions. Any member in good standing may run for office or directorship. The quality of any club is
dependent upon member ideas and PARTICIPATION. NCDXC is no different. We are built by and exist
because of you. The great thing about serving on our Board of Directors is that, even if you are new or
inexperienced, there is always plenty of experienced help and support available. GET INVOLVED! Your
nominations can be made with any Board member and, please, feel free to ask questions.
NCDXC members and a guest are invited to our 2018 Annual Picnic on Saturday, July 14th. It will, again,
be held at Shoup Park (Patriots Corner), 400 University Avenue, Los Altos, CA 94022 . The picnic begins
at 10:00AM and is over at 2PM. Lunch will be served at 12:00PM noon and is followed by our
presentation to the NCDXF shortly after. For the enjoyment of all our members, this year’s picnic will,
once again, be catered by Andy's BBQ. It is important that we have an accurate headcount for our caterer
before the picnic. RSVPs cannot be accepted after Sunday, July 8, 2018. Please RSVP to Bob Lanning,
W6OPO, at treasurer@ncdxc.org, and tell him if you’ll be attending and if you’ll be bringing a guest.
Menu selections:
Spareribs

Corn Cobettes

Beef Brisket

Assorted Cookies

BBQ Chicken

Assorted Sodas / Bottled Water

Smoked Sausage Links

Plates, flatware and napkins included.

BBQ Beans
Potato Salad
Cole Slaw

Past experience tells us it can get hot at Shoup Park in late July. There are picnic tables and shade but
consider bring folding chairs and portable shade, if possible or move into shady areas as needed and
perhaps a small folding table as well.
Unfortunately a last-minute scheduling conflict will prevent our guest speaker, Don Miller AE6IY, from
presenting on the 17th. However, Lucas W6AER, has found us a replacement speaker. Steve Stearns
K6OIK will present on the topic of Antennas. We’re going to have a fun evening, so join us. It’s been
awhile and I cannot wait to see everyone again.

73de,
Tony Dowler K6BV
President
Northern California DX Club

Secretary’s Corner
Send in your Shack Reports, items for sale, or other items for the DXer by the 10th
  of the month to have them
included in that month’s newsletter. Please send your items for the DXer to: Art.N6MFT@gmail.com

73’

Next Meeting
Date: Thursday, May 17, 2018 Time: 5:00 PM Socialize, 6:00 PM Dinner, 7:00 PM Meeting starts.
Location: Holder's Country Inn; 998 S. De Anza Boulevard; San Jose, CA 95129.
For WebEX go to WWW.NCDXC.ORG, click on the MEETINGS button on the left side of the page. At the
next screen scroll down and click on the link directly under the line that says, “Join WebEx Meeting.”
When you join the meeting on WebEx, please include your first name and call sign when you log into the
meeting.
Program for May 17
Steve Stearns, K6OIK, will talk about antenna topics of interest, focusing on performance description but also
touching on physics and history. He will talk about the various methods used by antenna engineers for
antenna analysis and synthesis, including modern numerical modeling. The ARRL and RSGB have long
differed over the value of the factor K that defines dipole resonant length. Steve will tell the surprising tale of
the mysterious multiplying factor K and reveal the sources that ARRL and RSGB relied on for their graphs that
still disagree after 71 years.
Steve Stearns, K6OIK, started in ham radio while in high school at the height of the Heathkit era. He holds
FCC Amateur Extra and a commercial General Radio Operator license with Radar endorsement. He previously
held Novice, Technician, and 1st Class Radiotelephone licenses. He studied electrical engineering at California
State University Fullerton, the University of Southern California, and Stanford, specializing in electromagnetics,
communication engineering and signal processing. Steve is a Technical Fellow of Northrop Grumman
Corporation. He works at Northrop Grumman's Electromagnetic Systems Laboratory in San Jose, California,
where he is leading the development of advanced communication signal processing systems that use exotic
circuits, antennas, and electromagnetic phenomena. Steve is serving as vice-president of the Foothills
Amateur Radio Society, and served previously as assistant director of ARRL Pacific Division. He has over 50
professional publications and nine patents. Steve has received numerous awards for professional and
community volunteer activities.

Thank

you Robert, N6TV for the wonderful photos!

L-R: Lucas W6AER, Walaa KM6FDI (ex E41WT), Tony K6BV, Mai KD9CJN (ex E41MT)

 Amateur Extra Question of the month:
B1

E7

Why are switching amplifiers more efficient than linear amplifiers?
A. The power transistor is at saturation or cut off most of the time, resulting in low power
dissipation
B. Switching amplifiers use push-pull circuits
C. Linear amplifiers have high gain resulting in higher harmonic content
D. Switching amplifiers operate at higher voltages

*Answer is after the Shack Reports



Shack Reports

From Jerry, K6MD/DK6MX
Hello,NCDXC and NCDXF'gang',SCDXC 'gang', Bernie....-----I had the privilege of visiting
9H1MRC (Marconi Radio Club) on Malta,and work some DX!!......I had always wanted to do
this,since this was my third visit to Malta (9H),but never had the time nor opportunity.
And so,here is what I discovered : I asked the German DXF for help with contacting the
Malta amateur radio community, that is the ARRL equivalent group, and the 9H1MRC Club.
I could not get in touch with the Malta ARC, and so used the phone number given me by
the GDXF for 9H1MRC,led by Steve,9H1SF. And,boy, was that productive! Steve,9H1SF
answered the phone, and boy, was he enthusiastic about my visiting! He invited me to come
on over,and "check us out!"
I took a cab over to the 'shack' the next morning, and was greeted by not only Steve, but
4 or 5 other club members !. It was a serious kumbaya' moment.....we all hit it off and it
was very enjoyable! They are all a bunch of extroverts and verrrry user friendly!
The tour of the building revealed a fascinating opportunity for Dxers and hams to go
there & use their facility and station for dxing and contesting! The building ( Steve said
he/they had paid the lease for 10 years out!) and intend to stay!...And so, I found the
following outstanding set-up:: Enter into a large meeting/living room, with a table & chairs
for meeting,chatting and eating! It is a huge room.......next I saw the operating room &
station,plus the antennas outside-a 3 element tribander,wire antennas,etc.The rotor was
aimed at 'europe',and I worked some dx...!!...Next we visited the 'storage room next to the
shack, where they store some olde gear...they are seeking donations of gear,and other
stuff,including $/euros for operating costs,etc. In the corner of the living room was a full
kitchen for cooking,and they come there almost daily for lunch,and one of the members is
the 'cook'...they offered me lunch,but I declined-it seems to be their second
home!....Because....upstairs of the 2 story building, is a BUNK ROOM!!!! Further, outside in
the yard is a BBQ set-up,and a full-on bath,separate from the main building. It has a
shower and toilet,etc.....well,wow!..They are also on the 9H1UHF repeater........
So, here,we have a welcoming and friendly group of amateurs,in a semi-rare country, with a
superb setup for dxing (btw, water 360 around the island...),with a station and beam,living
accommodations (cooking,sleeping,bathing,etc) and looking for Dxers and contesters to
come and operate their station.....and, at no cost!!!!!!!!...Just bring your own
sheets/blankets,stay there,bring your own food and cook/eat there,water flowing &
working, shower & toiletting .There was a BBQ pit in the yard......(of course I think 'you'
ought to leave the site cleaner than you found it, and perhaps a donation etc.....that's fair
and appropriate.)........well----I told the gang at 9H1MRC that I would put the word out, in

some of the newsletters, and that 9H1MRC can be a serious DX and contesting station and
is seeking business!!!....!!!!...And,Steve said he will/can help with the licensing......doesn't
seem to be problematic!
Malta is an independent EU Republic,and is a democratic nation. The British were the last
to invade it, and left after a century and a half,,,,,,leaving english as one of two official
languages,along with maltese-most speak english or both.....a parliamentary government and
democracy are in place,as well as a system of laws and jurisprudence...it is a part of the
Commonwealth......the euro is the money used,although many take US dollars as
well.....credit cards are also welcome in this modern nation. Malta is a beautiful country,
and is halfway between Sicily and the North African coast--it is absolutely beautiful,and
the people are welcoming and friendly!..There is much to do-old architectural ruins,the
history of the 'Knights', its military history-lots to see.....food is superb and the wine
flows freely and is good!......Between dxing or contesting being a tourist is superb-the
public transportation system is cheap and on time!...Double-decker buses,ships,ferries and
tourist buses are everywhere.......but....they do drive on the left side of the street....oh
well....a small inconvenience if you're driving...but most visitors do not........the airport in
Valetta,the capital, is an easy flight from most european countries.........
So, how to do this,and get it going?..... Steve Fenech,9H1SF, is at
stevenfenech@yahoo.com the Facebook page for 9H1MRC is
https://www.facebook.com/marcmlt/ Give it a try-you might just get hooked working
DX from this wonderful location........give it a try?......Cheers.....73 & Gud DX......Jerry,
K6MD/DK6MX

Frank N6OI
As of Wednesday afternoon, May 2nd, I am back on the HF bands. My 6-band Hex Beam is
now up at 33-feet (see photo). I'll be adding a dual-band inverted-V soon to cover 30 and 40.
The pulley and support rope for the V are on the mast, and I just need to finish building the
antenna.
73’ Frank N6OI

K6MKF Shack Report – May, 2018
IDXC 2018 has been very good to me!
No, I didn’t win a major prize, but then I didn’t buy many raffle tickets, either. But I was able to buy a
lower noise floor for my Elecraft K3 at a bargain price!
The RF noise level at my QTH in South San Jose, CA has been steady increasing over the years and I’m
always looking for ways to reduce the RF noise getting into my K3, so I can better hear that rare DX.
At IDXC 2018 on Friday afternoon I attended Bob Brehm-AK6R’s “RFI Solutions” presentation. He talked
about using #31 snap-on ferrite beads to suppress RFI coming into the receiver on the coax shields. He
told us that we needed ferrite beads to present a 10X impedance on the shield of the coax – so 5
snap-on #31 beads for a 50-ohm impedance line. A box of 15 snap-on beads for $60 at Palomar
Engineers booth was perfect for my 3 coax antenna leads.
I installed those beads shortly after returning to San Jose on Sunday afternoon:

I was amazed at the immediate improvement in RF noise suppression on the K3. Previously I would see
a lot of hash on 20M at headings of 120-180 degrees, but now the noise was barely there.

20M FT8 – P3 display shows my new K3 noise floor

I can even copy 160M FT8 because the noise floor has been so lowered. If you think some of the noise
at your QTH may be coming down the coax shield into your receiver, some #31 snap-on ferrite beads
might just be your ‘magic bullet’. It sure was for me, and I couldn’t be happier with the results.

- 73 and good DX de Mike, K6MKF


Art N6MFT Shack Report
I have completed 4 awards recently.
Grid Squared Award#19796

Granted: 2018-05-04 00:16:02 (N6MFT)

United States Counties Award#9459 Granted: 2018-05-04 00:16:02 (N6MFT)
World Continents Award#20670

Granted: 2018-04-26 02:42:02 (N6MFT)

United States 50 States Award#4681 Granted: 2018-05-07 17:52:19 (N6MFT)

73’ Art N6MFT

Richard WB6EWM
Installing a 40 meters rotatable dipole that I got from Paul AA6Z.

 Answer to Amateur Extra Question of the Month:
A. The power transistor is at saturation or cut off most of the time, resulting in low power
dissipation
Linear amplifiers (such as Class A amps) bias transistors in their linear region. Whenever these
transistors are conducting they are never fully on nor off, but have some instantaneous resistance
which generates heat.
An ideal switch when closed has 0 ohms of resistance, and when open has infinite resistance. In
either case the switch does not generate any heat.
Transistors in switching amplifiers act much like switches--they are either on or off most of the time.
Because switched transistors are seldom partially on they don't generate much heat, resulting in low
power dissipation compared to transistors operating in their linear region.

When you just have to keep in touch!

Amateur Radio Hall of Fame


Hindenburg Radio Room.

Call sign: DEKKA

The radio room of the zeppelin Hindenburg was located in the hull of the ship, just above the
control car, and contained both long wave and short wave radios of 200 watts.The Hindenburg's
radio call sign was "DEKKA".Technical details about Hindenburg's radio equipment can be
found in an article published in Radio News in August 1936 and reproduced at the Antique
Radioswebsite.The Hindenburg's chief radio operator was Willy Speck, who died in the crash at
Lakehurst in 1937.

We

can’t help but remember Polish Franciscan Maximilian Maria Kolbe. Beatified in 1971, he
was proclaimed a saint by John Paul II in 1982 and is the patron saint of all radio amateurs
throughout the world. He acquired a license in 1938 and was active for a few years with the call
SP3RN. In 1941 he offered to take the place of the father of a family who had been ordered to
the “starvation bunker” in the Auschwitz concentration camp, where he perished.

EA0JC, King Juan Carlos of Spain (here’s his QSL, now managed by URE (Union of

Radio Amateurs of Spain) for QSOs made by specially operated stations in towns visited by the
King, as the sovereign himself has been silent since the death of JY1.

DX Report

Craig, VK5CE will be active as VK5CE/6 from the following islands:
1) 4 – 7 June 2018 – IOTA OC-199 East Lewis Island.
2) 8 – 11 June 2018 – IOTA OC-140 Direction Island.
3) 15 – 18 June 2018 – IOTA OC-193 Cheyne Island.
4) 20 – 23 June 2018 – IOTA OC-170 Woody Island.
5) 26 – 28 June 2018 – IOTA OC-220 St Peter Island.



V6J Mokil Atoll Mwoakilloa

Mokil Mwoakilloa Atoll. V6J IOTA.

V6J Team planning to be active from IOTA OC - 253 or IOTA OC - 254 in June or July 2018.
More information later.
Recent DX Spots V6J
Previous activity:
Radio Amateurs from Japan will be active from Mokil Atoll, (Mwoakilloa), IOTA OC - 226, 29 June - 2
July 2017 as V6J.
They will operate on HF Bands.
QSL via JP3AYQ.
Ads for direct QSL:
Mayumi Sanada, 9-20-1203 Kourinishinocho, Neyagawa City, Osaka 572-0089, Japan.
Mokil Atoll previously named Wellington Island or Duperrey Island.
Mokil (Mwoakilloa) Atoll is located 153 km East from Pohnpei.

NEWS UPDATE — Following a successful Visalia DX Convention, the KH1/KH7Z team met in
Cupertino this week to assemble the stations and network in preparation of landing on Baker
in 2 months. The DXpedition is now in the final planning stages and this step was the last
before packing and shipping our gear to Fiji.

Stations

DXpedition sponsors Elecraft and DX Engineering provided the required gear. There will be 8
stations on Baker Island consisting of 8 Elecraft K3S transceivers — 7 powered by KPA500s;
the 8th low band station powered by a KPA1500 amp. This is the first expedition to use a
KPA1500 and the team and Elecraft are looking forward to seeing this exciting new amplifier
in action.

There will be 3 separate tents for CW, SSB, and Digital stations. Co-leaders K6TD and
N1DG, and AA7A, K6GFJ, K6MM, ND2T and N6MZ assembled the stations, activated the
BGAN satellite network, interfaced the NUC computers & monitors, and installed N1MM+ in a
complete on-island simulation (including generator power). We also successfully simulated
making QSOs and uploading sample logs to ClubLog via the BGAN.

The network was designed by our IT team led by AA7A and N6MZ and consists of rapidly
deployed transit boxes containing the switches power hubs and POE repeaters. Upon
reaching the island the team will deploy these cases and run out cables from the central CW
tent to SSB and Digital tents. All N1MM+ computers will be networked to our center
administrative PC allowing 2 uploads daily via satellite to Club Log to minimize duplicate
contacts.

Antennas

Although limited to 43 feet, our 80 and 160 meter antennas are newly designed AA7JV “fat”
verticals, which will sit just inside the high tide mark. The SteppiR verticals for 75 through
10 meters will also be mounted just inside of the high tide mark while four 2-element
vertical arrays will be mounted away from the water for 15, 17 and 20 meters. In this way,
we can maintain a 24-hour presence on 20 meters to maximize the number of unique
callsigns and enable the most ATNO contacts. We also intend to install a multi-vertical array
for 6 meters at the digital radios.

Testing the SteppIRs and our own design of vertical arrays is all that remains before
cleaning and sterilizing our gear to meet the FWS Biological Protocols and sending the gear
to our freight forwarder.

Please visit here to see more pictures relating to our testing activity this week.
As with any DXpedition to the really rare ones, this will be another large budget operation.
The operator team will contribute over 50% of the expected budget of $400,000. You can
help make this DXpedition happen by visiting our website, and contributing today.

Thank you in advance for your support.

The Baker Island 2018 Team

ZCZC AP18



The

K7RA Solar Update

Tad Cook, K7RA, Seattle, reports: Sunspots disappeared again this week, with a blank sun on April
28, and every day since. Average daily sunspot numbers dropped from 20 to 3.6, while average daily
solar flux decreased from 73.4 to 69.3.

Average daily planetary A index declined from 11.9 to 4.4, and
average mid-latitude A index went from 8.6 to 5.

Predicted solar flux is 67 on May 3-4; 68 and 69 on May 5-6; 70 on May 7-10; 68 on May 11-13; 70
on May 14-28; 68 on May 29 - June 9, and 70 on June 10-16.
Predicted planetary A index is 5 on May 3-5; 16, 18, and 14 on May 6-8; 8 on May 9-10; 5 on May
11-16; 42, 12, and 8 on May 17-19; 5 on May 20-June 1; 8, 15, 12, 10, and 8 on June 2-6; 5 on June
7-12, and 42, 12, 8, and 5 on June 13-16.
Sunspot numbers for April 26-May 2 were 14, 11, 0, 0, 0, 0, and 0, with a mean of 3.6. The
10.7-centimeter flux was 69.4, 68.7, 70.2, 71.1, 70.2, 68.4, and 67.1, with a mean of 69.3. Estimated
planetary A indices were 4, 6, 4, 4, 6, 3, and 4, with a mean of 4.4. Estimated mid-latitude A indices
were 4, 5, 5, 3, 10, 3, and 5, with a mean of 5.

Jim N6TP
W6KG Lloyd Colvin Encounter
Lloyd and his XYL Iris were well known for their DX Pedtions in the for several decades starting in the 1950’s
I first came across W6KG SK when I was stationed in Karlsruhe Germany in 1954. I had been drafted into the
“Army of the United States” in February 1953. After basic training at Camp San Luis Obispo, I received orders
to the Signal School at Fort Monmouth. I had 16 months service with Pacific Bell and had my Amateur Radio,
First Class Radiotelephone and 2nd Class Radiotelegraph licenses.
While at Fort Monmouth I taught basic radio communications after taking the Microwave Radio Relay course. I
came out with the MOS 1419.
After Fort Monmouth, the army sent me to Karlsruhe Germany in January 1954 to the 315th Signal Battalion. I
was given the exalted rank of “Corporal” before shipping out.
After arriving at the 315th Signal Battalion, I noticed what appeared to be a 20 meter beam on top of the
barracks building (extremely well built). Being off duty I went up to the fourth floor attic and opened the door.
There was our battalion commander at the operating position. Only being a corporal and not knowing what
military courtesy was required, I exited the radio room.
Our paths did not cross while I was in the army. When I returned to my home in the west end of Alameda in
1955, W6KG Lloyd was my first European QSO.
Later he moved to the east end of Alameda and put an up good antenna on tall pole. My call at the time was
W6KXG and his was W6KG. When we called a DX station, the Dx would come back to “W6KG” not
W6KXG!
Lloyd and Iris later moved to Albany and remained active on the air and going to various countries to get them
on the air, He was part of the Yasme foundation.
I believe he later wrote a book on “How to Make a Million in Real Estate”. This was in the early 1960’s. That
was when a million was big bucks.
My army experience treated me fairly well in later life; I got me out of California and a chance to see the
“World” (good part).
I was stationed for a while in Pirmasens Germany. It was the home for a battery of the 280 mm Atomic Annie
guns. See Wikipedia for Operation Upshot-Knothole Grable and Atomic Annie.
The rumor in the PX chow line was that there were “special weapons” stored in the surrounding hills. They ran
drills on Atomic Annie by going through all the gunnery exercises which ended by firing a bore sighted M1
CARBINE.
Here is copy of an email from a friend of mine who also had an encounter with Lloyd W6KG after Lloyd retired
from the army.

“While Lloyd and Iris lived in Kensington, at the crest of the Berkeley Hills. He had a very tall rotating mast
with stacked Yagi's on it. Sometime in the 60's he put that house on sale, he wanted about $47K for it, he told
me that he would leave the antennas if a ham bought it. I tried for weeks to talk my dad into buying it but he
wasn't interested (dad wasn't a ham).
Later, I learned that he had moved to a small hilltop near the bay in Richmond (near Albany). I didn't have
contact with him then as I was at Pearl Harbor. As you know, he and Iris are both SK but his tower and his big
Yagi still adorn his QTH. The mast is beginning to rust and one of the truss wires on the Yagi is broken. If it
ever falls, it'll take out a big chunk of the neighborhood”!
Thanks Mike WA6ZTY for the update.
73 Jim N6TP


Lloyd Colvin (Life Member NCDXC)
From the January, 1994 DXer.
One morning upon arising, and when Iris was fixing breakfast, Lloyd said he
was going up to the flat rooftop of the structure to check the antennas . Up there he carefully studied the various
arrays, edging backwards to get better angles for viewing or to check certain things. He kept moving back until
his heel struck the low parapet around the rooftop, and Lloyd toppled over the side of the building.He hit the
ground three stories down, fortunately hitting softened ground.
After a moment or two, maybe even three, of running through the peripheral check-list, Lloyd got to his feet and
climbed back up the stairs to the kitchen on the upper floor. There Iris-still busily engaged-was astonished to
see Lloyd come up the stairway. "Lloyd! I thought you were up on the roof," Iris said in surprise. Lloyd's reply,
“I was."

What’s up with the Buro?

Well, it’s not ever easy to figure out. In 2016 the ARRL Outgoing Bureau again imposed another price increase.
In case you didn’t notice, the QSL card rate has now gone up from .75 an ounce to $1.15 an ounce. Now they
have also added a separate submittal fee of $7.00. I know everything keeps costing more. But what does this
mean for the club members? It means your club membership has become even more valuable. The club will
absorb this increase at no penalty to you. In the past QSL Cards have been submitted at the end of each monthly
club meeting. The number of cards varied from a few to many. Almost always the postage was the same only
the card weight varied.
The Board of Directors reviewed past submittals and have wisely decided it is more reasonable to submit only
Quarterly. That makes it very simple. So henceforth that is how this good club benefit will be carried out.
Very easy to remember. Please continue to alphabetize the cards by country. If the call sign is unusual or for a
special event be sure to indicate that on the card.
So GUD DX es 73………………….Dick, W6KM

Fellow DX’ ersNCDXC Dues
Are your dues paid through 2018? Don’t know? Check the roster for your dues status. It can be
found at http://www.ncdxc.org/members-only/roster.php. Your personal password is required.
Don’t know your password? Send an email to NeedPassword@ncdxc.org including your name
and call. You will receive a reply with your password.
For those who have not, it is that me of year, me to renew your membership in the Northern
California DX Club.
Each year memberships that are paid annually expire on June 30. There is a window from June 30
through October 31 for renewals so there is me but don’t put it off. Again this coming year there are
many good programs lined up including the club’s picnic in July. Many membership benefits are in
store for us next year. Also your dues help the club provide financial support for DXpeditions.
Dues remain unchanged and vary depending upon your membership class. For Regular Members it is
$24, for Associate Members $16 and for a Family Member $15. Associate class is for those who live
outside the club’s region. The region is defined as anywhere in California north of the south side of
Bakersfield (35 degrees North Latitude).
The fastest and easiest way to pay dues is to go to the club’s website and click on Pay Dues. Scroll
down to the PayPal and credit card logos. Click on the logo. Or go to:
http://www.ncdxc.org/pages/paydues.html directly.
Using PayPal is fast, convenient and limits the treasurer’s need to go to the bank. But if you prefer
writing a check, please do so making it payable to NCDXC and mail it to:
Northern California DX Club P.O. Box 2766
Cupertino, CA 95015

For Sale and Wanted
FOR SALE BY TONY K6BV
Yaesu FT-990

 FROM THE ESTATE OF MARK NOWELL WI7YN
Features
*90 Memories

*100 Watts Power

*Automatic Antenna Tuner

*Noise Reduction

*Dual VFOs

*Digital Filtering

*IF Shift

*IF Notch

*Built-in AC Power Supply

*Manual and Auto AGC

The Yaesu FT-990 features multiple direct digital synthesizers for pure local signals for high performance. The
triple-conversion, general coverage receiver tunes from 100 kHz to 30 MHz. A 500 Hz CW filter is built in. It
has keypad entry. Power output is adjustable up to 100 Watts output (25W AM) The top panel provides access
for special user adjustments. Operation is from 120 VAC.

FOR SALE BY TONY K6BV
 Yaesu FT-736R

FROM THE ESTATE OF MARK NOWELL WI7YN
Features
●
●
●
●
●
●

All Mode
Keypad Entry
100 Memories
IF Notch
IF Shift
Hand Mic

●
●
●
●
●
●

Dual Digital VFO's
Semi Break-in CW
All Mode VOX
Built-in Power Supply
10 Duplex Memories
CW Filter

TheYaesu FT-736R all-mode transceiver incorporates up to four band modules covering the 50, 144, 220, 430,
440 and 1200 MHz amateur bands. The FT-736R is supplied standard with 2 meters and 440 (at 25 watts
output). Standard modes are SSB, CW and FM. This radio has operating conveniences usually found only on
HF transceivers, such as IF shift, IF notch, keypad entry, noise blanker, all mode VOXand three-speed
selectable AGC. The memory system includes 100 general purpose memories, 10 full duplex cross-band
memories and 1 global call channel, all of which store mode and frequency. One year limited warranty. With
hand mic. (368x129x286mm 9 kg).

Item for Sale by Tony, K6BV

Yaesu FT-1000D #1


FROM THE ESTATE OF MARK NOWELL WI7YN
Features
●
●
●
●
●

Adjustable power up to 200 watts
Five Direct Digital Synthesizers
QRM Rejection Systems
100 Memories
Optimized Digital
Communications Modes

●
●
●
●
●

Simultaneous Dual (Unlimited)
Frequency Reception
Flexible Mode and IF Filter
Automatic Antenna Tuner with 39
memories
Special Features for CW Operation
Enhanced Integration = Simplified
Control

The Yaesu FT-1000D was designed sparing no effort or expense for optimum performance and operability. The
FT-1000 is the fruit of over 25,000 man-hours of intensive research and development by Yaesu's top design
engineers. Extensive surface-mount component technology allowed six microprocessors and five Direct Digital
Synthesizers to be harmoniously integrated with a simple operator interface into a highly reliable full-featured
HF application. The quad conversion (triple for FM) receiver covers 100 kHz to 30 MHz.

Item for Sale Tony K6BV
 Yaesu FT-1000D #2

FROM THE SHACK OF K6BV
Battle-tested: 150 Countries
Features
●
●
●
●
●

Adjustable power up to 200 watts
Five Direct Digital Synthesizers
QRM Rejection Systems
100 Memories
Optimized Digital
Communications Modes

● Simultaneous Dual (Unlimited)
Frequency Reception
● Flexible Mode and IF Filter
● Automatic Antenna Tuner with 39
memories
● Special Features for CW Operation
● Enhanced Integration = Simplified
Control

All radios are negotiable and ready for inspection. Let’s make a deal!
Tony K6BV  DXer@k6bv.net

Item for sale:
SteppIR Monster 40 to 10 meters, full size 3 elements on 40 & 30 meters, 4 elements on 20 to 10 meters, 6
elements on 6 meters. 34 foot boom, weight about 200 pounds.
This antenna is on the ground being stored in a garage near Denver Co. For pick up only. Call Mike
W6QUV at 720-596-4239, or Email to mikecozz@ comcast.net.
This is a KB antenna that has worked over 300 countries on 40 meters. $3200
Thanks, Russ K6KLY

Wanted:
Rohn 25 - 3 to 4 10 foot sections, base plate, rotor plate etc
Or
Used 30-40 foot tower can be lightweight.Going to mount 6M antenna on either of these QRZ address is
good
Robert T. Devine, KC6AWX
Manager, ARRL 6th District Incoming QSL Bureau
Items for Sale:
For Sale; Alpha 8410
Selling my Alpha 8410 amplifier as I upgraded to an Alpha 9500. I am the original owner of
this amp. This amp has low hours on it and has no marks or scratches; also, I do not smoke. I
would rate this amp as being in excellent condition and works as it should; full power output.
It has the factory installed 4CX1000A tubes, and the latest firmware installed.
Asking $3200 or best offer prefer a local pick-up in Bay Area. Accepted payment is a US Postal
Money Order, Cash, Pay Pal.
If you are serious email me kc6awx@arrl.net or call me 415-883-8980
Robert T. Devine, KC6AWX
Manager, ARRL 6th District Incoming QSL Bureau

Items For Sale
ICOM IC-756PROIII with the factory PS-125 power supply, Manual, and a Pelican model 1950 case
with wheels. It looks like new and I’m a non-smoker. There is some history with this radio. This
radio went to Kure Island, K7C, with Bob, KK6EK, and Garry, NI6T. I purchased it from Bob after the
DXpedition and he was kind enough to include the nice heavy duty case. The radio and power
supply fans have been replaced and the radio has some factory installed upgraded boards. I live
near Grass Valley, north of Auburn (Hwy 80/49) and can deliver it locally or around the Sacramento
area. I really do not want to ship it. Asking $1,000.00
Call or email if you need additional information.
Thank you,
Bill Maurer
WB6JJJ
530-273-0256

Items for sale:
· High quality homebrew HF antenna tuner. Series 10-1000pf vacuum variable, Shunt 28uH edge
wound rotary inductor, series 15-750pf vacuum variable. 3 SPDT vacuum relays for antenna
switching. Nicely built in 13” x 17” x 4” chassis on 5 ¼” rack panel. Three turns counters for the
vacuum variable caps and the rotary inductor. One coax input, two coax outputs and a balanced
output fed by a 1:4 ferrite balun. Easily handles legal limit 1.8-30MHz. Price $375
· Eimac 4PR1000B pulse rated 4-1000A tube used, low hours, clear glass, Eimac box
$100
· 8877 amp set up for 20 meters for parts. 8877 tube, two vacuum variables, two turns counters,
Nicely built rack unit in 10.5” desk top rack cabinet with four meters reading grid and plate
current and plate and filament voltage. 220Vac blower. Would make a very nice single band 20
meter amp or add a band switch and tapped inductors for multi-band coverage. $400 with 8877
tube. $550 with two tubes. 28” matching rack cabinet also available $50
· Nicely built, 0-3700 volt, 0.7 amp power supply with older Thordason plate transformer, 15 amp
240 volts in, 0-280 volts out Variac, 55uF 4kV oil capacitor, 4 ½” 0-5 kV meter, heavy duty bleeder
resistor stack, soft start and controllable by a single contact closure. Switchable from 0-4 kV full
wave bridge to 0-2.5 kV full wave rectifier with an internal vacuum relay. Ready to power your
next vacuum tube amp. $200
· Classic Tektronix Model 547 50 MHz oscilloscope with matching 1A1 plug in on a Tektronix
scope mobile. The 547 was looked upon as the best scopes of the highly collectable vacuum tube
Tektronix “5XX” series from the late 50’s to mid 60’s.The 1A1 is largely transistorized. This scope
works and can be used for measurements up to 50 MHz. A spare parts 547 that was used to get this
one working comes with it. An appropriate Tektronix probe also is included in the deal. $300
· A VERY manly 240V input, 0-280V output 35 ampere Superior Electric variable autoformer or
Variac. This thing will power anything you have in mind. $275
Pictures available of all these items. Please ask. Pickup at my QTH in Los Altos, 650-941-7426,
jeisenb558@aol.com Thanks, John K6YP

Item for sale:
I have a Collins 30L-1 Amp I would like to sell... It is my backup amp and was completely overhauled by
Bill Sallee, K6TWO in 2012... It's a winged emblem, wired for 120 V, has an N type antenna jack on the
rear panel and comes with the original Owners Manual.... Serial # is 29586... I'm asking $895, OBO...
Pictures available on request.
I am also looking for a TRX-80 Tower Raising fixture if anyone has one to depart with...
Contact info is: W6YD@aol.com or 209-827-6858.
Thanks, George - W6YD
Item for sale:
Butternut Vertical. All band HF9V. Assembled but new/never up. $605 new-- asking $350. GRK radial kit
$110 new. Asking $105. In Los Altos, Larry w6od
Item for sale:
Ameritron AL-82 160 thru 10 meter amplifier (has WARC Bands) This amp was a backup amp to my ACOM
2000 amps at the NX6T ham shack and seldom used in contest mode.The AL-82 employs a pair of "Instant On"
3-500Z tubes and the beefy 3.3kV Power Supply employs a Peter Dahl transformer. This amp will put out 1.5
kW, unlike many under-powered 3-500Z amps. I will also include a spare set of 3-500Z tubes that have full
output. Physical condition very good. Pickup in Fallbrook preferred or I can bring to serious buyers in San
Diego area ( needs 220 VAC ) I may be driving to San Jose the end of July but local San Diego area buyers will
have preference.Shipping might be considered (expensive !) if I personally know the buyer.$1500
73, Dennis N6KI

Items for Sale
Tentec 238 Antenna Tuner…. (with manual). Serial # 72A10270. Needs panel lamp and dial pointer
needs some work. Otherwise works fine… $150 OBO
Astron 20A Power Supply… $60
Ham II Rotor (no controller). Served me well for many years. Brake needs work and requires
lubrication. Ripe for reconditioning or to use for parts… $100
Radio Shack 3 Section Telescoping Mast (a little less than 30 feet). This mast is no longer
available as best I can tell… $75 OBO
Aluminum…former elements, and other stuff from past experiments and projects. A fair amount of
aluminum. Not a little and not a lot. Yours for the taking. Arrange to stop by, make any reasonable
offer and take it all away (yep it all goes to one lucky person).
El Med email: elliottmedrich@gmail.com

Item for sale
TEN-TEC Hercules II Model 420 No-Tune Solid State HF Amplifier Government Model basically NOS –
apparently a spare at an embassy or something. No dust inside. SN 11A100xx. NSN 5996-01-J56-1359. 550W
1.8MHz – 30MHz. Probably works where it should not. Comes with rack mounts and handles (not installed),
extra desk bail. Also comes with a power supply – a Gould SMG 5-300 quiet dual output 5V switching PS set
up to put out 13.8VDC in series-ganged mode at enough current to run at least two Hercules IIs. The PS has
two cords – one for 240 and the other for 120 so it is set up to automatically work with the cord you use. Full
documentation on PDF included. David B. Ritchie, W6DR  dbritchie@gmail.com +1-650-862-6400
Price: $ 1200 obo

Item for Sale
ETO MRI 1970/80s era Manual Tune Driver Amp (inside very much like an Alpha 76) modified to run on a
single 3CX800A7 (from an 8874) as a stand-alone 50 MHz amp – works nicely and puts out about 1000W very
reliably. Full documentation on PDF and a 50 MHz LPF included (probably not needed but it can't hurt). Also
included: new spare Eimac 3CX800A7. Nicely powder coated black. David B. Ritchie, W6DR
dbritchie@gmail.com +
 1-650-862-6400
Price: $1500 obo

Items For Sale
Yaesu FT-2000D 200w transceiver with matching power supply, excellent condition: $1250
Icom 7600 transceiver in excellent condition, in original box: $1450
Ten Tec Orion II, 566AT, with antenna tuner and stock filters, some surface scratches on top, original
box: $1400
Paul Booth, W6IBU
Wa6ibu@earthlink.net
408-564-1529 cell

Sunspots Vanishing Faster than Expected
MAY 1, 2018 / DR.TONY PHILLIPS

May 1, 2018: Sunspots are becoming scarce. Very scarce. So far in 2018 the sun
has been blank almost 60% of the time, with whole weeks going by without
sunspots. Today’s sun, shown here in an image from NASA’s Solar Dynamics
Observatory, is typical of the featureless solar disk:

The fact that sunspots are vanishing comes as no surprise. Forecasters have been
saying for years that this would happen as the current solar cycle (“solar cycle 24”)
comes to an end. The surprise is how fast.

“Solar cycle 24 is declining more quickly than forecast,” announced NOAA’s Space
Weather Prediction Center on April 26th. This plot shows observed sunspot
numbers in blue vs. the official forecast in red:
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