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Our speaker at the May 18th
Meeting will be Les Swiebel,
WB6ORZ. He will share his experiences Collecting, Restoring and
Operating “Boatanchors”!!
Les’s presentation will focus primarily on radios
from the “Golden Era” of the post WW II period.
He will give us hints about this specialty as well as
kinks that may be baffling. Les will explain reasons
why people love this gear as well as how it may perk
up those of us that lived through this era and like to
experience the “nostalgia of the true ham spirit!”
Les is a member of the Collin’s Collector
Association and California Historical Radio Society.
A psychologist in private practice he has even
convinced his wife that his hobby is O.K., although
at times he may admit that he is on “thin ice”.
We all look forward to May 18th to get Les’s slant on
his radio collection!

Welcome Les Zwiebel, WB6ORZ!!!
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Our next meeting
will be May18th
2006
at Harry’s
Hofbrau at 7:30
Schmooze/Eat 6:007:30

Hope to see you
there!

Deadline
For
June, DXer Contributions
is
May, 30th.
Please share!

See you in May!
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Presidents’s Comments………
Fellow Hams, Dewey is away to Texas to enjoy
family. He is not available at this time but I am sure
that he wishes only the best to all club members.
He has worked hard to keep our repeater going by
taking part regularly reporting DX or other
important happenings for Dxers.
He attends the weekly net on Thursday nights at
8:00 on 147.36. He remembers when our repeater
was a very active sight and tries to encourage all of
us to take part weekly or any other time. Sometimes
when the bands are hot people exchange info. and
that is great. WB6ABC

Editor’s reflections…………….

http://www.ncdxc.org
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W6TI/R
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Bob Vallio, W6RGG
Robert Smithwick, W6CS
147.54 MHz (suggested)
8 pm local time.
Randy Wright, W6CUA
Net Control Operator
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W6TI DX Bulletins:
W6TI Station Trustee Bob Vallio, W6RGG, transmits
DX information at 0200 UT every Monday (Sunday
evening local time) on both 7.016 and 14.002 MHz.
Club address:
Box 608
Menlo Park, CA
94026-0608
The DXer is published monthly by the Northern
California DX Club and sent to all club members on the
web. Unless otherwise noted, NCDXC permits re-use of
any article in this publication—provided The DXer and
the article’s author are credited.
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Dear Friends,
We attended Visalia and as always had a great
time. Seeing old friends, enjoying various
presentations, trying to win a prize, eating out with
fellow hams, as well as eating in at the banquet,
lunch and breakfast. We took our camper and are
really glad that we did, because this was the last
year that it will be an option! The weather was fine
except for the dowsing which never reached the Bay
Area. Next year will be ours to host! Plan to come!!!
Our son completed his stay at the de Young and it
was a real kick! Wow! He was also on T.V. on a
show called SPARK (about local artists) on
Wednesday, May 10th at 7:30, Channel 9, so we are
proud parents!
DX has been relatively quiet this past week, but the
week of May1-5, it was terrific because of the sun
spot activity. For about 3 or 4 days it was a DXer’s
holiday! For example Mike, W6WZ was monitoring
40m SSB and was listening to DL1DX/KH7
working one EU after another all 59+!!!
Your friend and fellow DXer, Carolyn, WB6ABC
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Visalia Pictures and Fun!!
Below you see, George Steinert, N6ZS, Steve Jones, N6SJ, John Eisenberg, K6YP, and Mike
Gavin, W6WZ who are enjoying each other at Saturday’s barbeque. Mike and I, WB6ABC,
along with K6YP, N6SJ and Doug, K6YD had a great time Friday night as George prepared
“extremely special” fresh coffee beans of 5-6 types to give us all a unique experience which
provided pleasure to several senses. The “bouquet” of the beans were a delight to our smell.
The flavor was a delight to our taste. But probably the most enjoyable part of the experience
was the enthusiasm in George’s approach to providing a group of us to this coffee treat that he
had purchased and brought to the convention, along with his special coffeemaker, etc.
We sure had a great time in just a regular hotel room since George provided the unique
experience. Oh, I forgot!! He had also made homemade apple pie which was so delicious that I
only had one piece because I was embarrassed to ask for a 2nd.
The picture on the right is of course the line for the Saturday barbeque. Luckily the weather
for that event was very pleasant.

NCDXC MEMBER OF THE YEAR-RON PANTON, W6VG
RON PANTON, W6VG was chosen as our member of the year after at least 40 years of
membership/service that benefited each of us. He has been secretary and keeper of the
procedures and by-laws for the last 15 yrs. plus. When some of prospective members or
present members complained vehemently about the “100 countries confirmed” to become a
full member, it was Ron that led the club in that highly praised positive direction to remove
that stipulation. This has helped to open the door for at least 25 new members in the last
year and a half.
Dxpeditions
is not for sissies!!!
Ron has done all the legwork to provide each club member with a yearly roster.
He has had ham radio picnics at his home for several years. He and his admirable wife,
Helga, are extremely hospitable about offering their home for all of the club’s board
meetings. He’s had a great run at ham radio and we are proud of our choice!!!
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The Lifetimes of Acheivement Award was presented to
fellow member Robert “Smitty” Smithwick, W6CS!!!
Smithwick helped to change the California college system with his work planning and then
overseeing Foothill College. “What had been an extension of high school became a fullfledged
college system offering an extensive array of vocational and academic opportunities. We
changed the whole mystique”. said Smithwick.
Being a pediatric dentist “Smitty” founded MediShare International, an organization of ham
radio operators that finds and distributes medical and dental equipment supplies and
pharmaceuticals to clinics and hospitals in 3rd world countries. He started the organization
after listening to a ham radio conversation between a man in England and a doctor in a remote
hospital in Rwanda. Smitty kept up a relationship for the doctor and helped track down further
needs.
“The great thing about MediShare is that we send only what is needed. Our cost is only
pennies on the dollar, because most of the money is donated”, says Smitty. See
medishare.org for more information.
Smitty, 85, is a widower who lives in a lovely home atop a hill in Los Altos. In 1960 when he
purchased the property, his wife was overjoyed with the location as well. Smithwick says that
from a certain spot you could see Golden Gate Bridge, the Bay Bridge and the Richmond-San
Rafael Bridge.
What ham radio operator wouldn’t start visualizing his tower, his beam, and his honor roll
certificate in a matter of seconds from that location?
Congratulations, Smitty, W6CS! You’ve been a shining example for all hams!!
Thank you the for the great article, Gary, K6DXX
Town Crier, Los Altos

Amtech Day for the month of May was the on the 6th at the Stanford Linear
Accelerator in Menlo Park on Sand Hill Road from 8:00 A.M.-9:00 P.M. It was great fun as usual.
There was a good-sized crowd, lots of antennas were set up, and many contacts were made. It was
a perfect day. Come and join the fun, meet friends, enjoy a barbecue all outdoors in an
unmatched beautiful setting. Bring your XYL, girfriend, kids, friends. All ages, all ham
experiences. See yah!!

Congratulations, Kay, K6KO, on achieving HONOR ROLL!! Kay confirmed Kure
Island on September 26, ’05 which gave her 326 confirmed. Kay just received her letter
from ARRL DXCC desk congratulating her on attaining the Honor Roll!!

Grab and Go! Mike, W6WZ, was motivated by winning the grand prize at the
PAARA/FARS Winter Banquet. He has finally gathered the required components which
consist of a padded aluminum case, ICOM 706MKIIG, Samlex America Model SEC1223
switching DC Power supply, LDG AT-100 Pro Memory Auto tuner, MFJ-818 Mobile
SWR/Watt Meter, W6MMA MP1 Portable Ant. 7mhz-450mhz, in ground pole anchor and a
Power Sonic 12V 7 amp hr gel sell battery. All power cables are equipped with Anderson
Power Pole connectors to also allow flexibility to be able to use a car battery for the power
source. Gary, K6DXX, Elmered Mike through the process as he has a similar setup.
To see Grab and go kits visit one of the monthly Amtech events at SLAC. See above article for
details for Amtech Day.
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NCDXC-Meeting
When: Thursday, May 18th, 2006-7:30
Socializing/Dinner from 6:00-7:30

Where: Harry’s Hofbrau-Redwood City
What: Les Swiebel, WB6ORB, will share his experiences
with Boatanchors-Radios post WWII Era!!
What Else? Monthly raffle-Fun opportunity for all present!
1st Prize- The New DAIWA CCN-801HP PROFESSIONAL
SWR/WATT METER
2nd prize-HAMSTICK HF 20 METER MOBILE ANTENNA
with Workman Deluxe 5 inch extra strong antenna
magmount
3rd prize-Radio Shack Dual-Display Thermometer
4th Prize-Dipole Antenna Center and End Insulators
5th Prize- Hand Crank Dual LED Flashlight
3 Door Prizes-All meeting attendees will receive a free door
prize ticket for the following 4 door prizes:
1. LED Keyring Clip-on Flashlight
2. Mini Digital Multimeter
3. DX World Map
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