1995 DXER. Of
THE YEAR
STAN KUHL, K6MA
The 1995 DXer of the
YEAR is the well knovm
Stan Kuhl, K6MA, also
known as "The Kuhl Kat".
Stan is a worthy recipient
of this year's award and
is known for his qUiet ways
except in the pileups when
he always comes out ontop.
A member of the NCDXC
since February 1963, Stan
has achieved 5BDXCC,
Honor Roll CW, SSB and
Mixed, with but one
needed for all tliUe Honor
Roll. First licensed in 1950
as W6JKJ, later K6MA in
1975, he has always been
there to help others
inworking the rare and not
so rare DX stations A club
officer many trmes over, he
is also active in EMARC,
rs a trustee of K6YA, a
major Field Day operator and overall great contester.
He has many other activities which he shares with his faithful wrfe of
42 years, Hazel, and their constant camne companion Bonnie. TI1ey are
almost constantly on the go in their fully equipped (hamw1se)
American Clipper motor home where he operates mobile CWand SSB
As evidence of his deep involvement, he also serves as the Treasurer
and Wagonmaster for the BayArea Chapter of the American Clipper
Owners Club. He and Hazel have the good fortune to have seven
children and 13 grandchildren to keep them busy when the bands are
dead! We are proud to have the "TI1e Kuhl Kat" as ti1e DXer of the
Year and look forward to his continuing contributiOns to the NCDXC
and high achievements. Thank you Stan for bemg a model operator
r--1~
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one we can all admire.

The lNTERNATIONAL DX CONVENTION is now history and what a
convention it was. Three recent DXpeditions, one only two weeks past
the Scarborough Reef operation, were well represented and reported to
the first national and international audience. Kudos to BZlHAM,
BYlPK, and KJ4VH for their ability to get their slides and material
together in less than a week after leaving the rock, and to the gang
from YKOA who did such a magnificent job in showing us how to
overcome customs and language difficulties. Let's not overlook the fine
presentation by NI6T who was able to overcome a boat capsizing as
well as the loss of a projector during his presentation. Good work
Garry! If you weren't there, you really rrussed a great time. 1l1e
barbecue at U.S. Towers was superb, the hospitality hours
magnificent, the weather great, the golf tourney outstanding and the
great socialability of all was unparalleled. 1l1e entire convention
committee, headed by WA60 and NG6X are to be commended for
their fine efforts Desprte having to deal with all new staff at the hotel
everything went off as planned. Congrats to all who worked so hard for
the past nine months.
(And why should a DX country have to be at least the same size as my
tiny city lot?)
THE MAY MEETING will be held at ti1e Dun fey Hotel m San Mateo
as before. Italian buffet from 5·30, meeting at 8:00. We MUST have 50
or more drnners or the cost of the meeting room doubles, so come early
and enjoy a tine di1mer. Be sure to sign the log.
WA60 has pr01msed an outstanding program so be sure to attend.
Tom. K6TS, will also make a special presentatiOn on the proposed DX
Ambassador program whrch he feels wrll help in recruiting new DXers
and NCDXC members It is very promrsingl What to do about the
annual competitiOn with the SCDXC w!ll also be discussed.
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Soon our standard bearers will have
completed their tours of duty. For
this we are grateful and we thank
them. As a token of our gratitude
they will be enshrined on Mt.
Rushmore along with the other
greats of our country.

ELECTION TIME!!
It's that time of the year again when we must face the reality that a new set of officers is
needed to steer the helm of the goodship NCDXC through the next year
into the second half century of the ,NCDXC. The Nominating Committee will be
hunting high and low for the best candidates for President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and Board Members at-Large (2). This is your opportunity to
help guide the NCDXC ship through the rocky shoals and treacherous waters of the
next year. In recognition of the geographical diversity of the NCDXC, every
attempt will be made to develop a slate of recommendations that will represent all areas.
The Chairman of the Nominating Committee, Jerry Griffin, W8MEP, and his able
partners, Len Geraldi, K6ANP and Bill Fontes, W6TEX, want to hear from you with your
suggestions for candidates. They are unable to physically call upon each and every one of
the more than 300 members so must depend upon you.
The next admistration will be facing much the same problems and questions that
the current Board of Directors has had to deal with, but also will be able to
lead the NCXC into the next half century mark. It will be an exciting time for
all and one of great satisfaction, so don't hesitate or wait to be called upon,
VOLUNTEER to serve your club. It is a distinct honor and pleasure to be a
participant in the administration of the NCDXC. Grab the bull by it's horns and
jump in the ring. CALL THEM NOWt

'fHEY lS YOU
Recently a repeater conversation was overheard discussing club publications, including
the DXer. The thrust of the conversation was there is not much new in the club
publications that is not already known, and why don't THEY do this or why don't TilEY
do that.
Who is TilEY? THEY is HIM or HER. No that is granm1atically incorrect. THEY is HE
or SHE. THEY is YOU. TI1ey is the DXer Editor who spends hours selecting, typing,
composing the articles and material YOU submit. THEY is the Publications Manager who
received the "print ready" copy from the Editor, goes to the printer and returns with 400
copies of the DXer in two large heavy boxes. THEY is the same guy (W6VG) who
staples, folds, stamps, affixes labels and lugs the finished product to the Post Office so
YOU will receive your DXer on time. THEY is the Records Manager who maintains the
Club's database and prints the mailing labels. They is the Roster Manager who
maintains the all-time NCDXC Roster as well as the current roster and makes all the
necessary and frequent changes to keep it up to date. THEY was all the others who
contribute time and effort to administer the club's affairs. Remember, YOU can
be '11-IEY. Contribute .. ... participate ..... maybe with a little luck, THEY can become WE.
Hal N6AN (first printing, DXer, Feb 1989)
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THE LIFE BLOOD
OFTHENCDXC
NEEDS A
TRANSFUSION

ALL BLOOD DONORS
WILL BE
CONSIDERED

DUTIES .
Assembles DXer for publication.
Has full editorial power as to content, types,
length, and placement of articles submitted
for publication.
Delivers "print ready" copy of the DXer to the
Publication Manager for printing, collating,
folding, stapling, and affixation of stamps,
address labels, and mailing.

Club members who are interested in the
DXer editor job, may contact Knock, K61TL.

VISALIA
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Thanks to AI, rV6RQ

NOTE THE CORRELATION BETWEEN SUN SPOT PEAKS* AND NUMBER OF NEW MEMBERS IN NCDXC
(courtesy ofW6VG)

~

1946 11
1947 21*
1948 17*
1949 2
1950 4
1951 6
1952 3

MAY 1995

1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959

4
2
4
33*
II*
8*
3*

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

15
10
7
16
10
10
12

1967
1968
1969
1970
1970
1971
1972

25 1974 14
20* 1975 14
15* 1976 17
26* 1977 18
26* 1978 40*
21
1979 56*
13
1980 28*

1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987

51*
40
29
18
13
II

1988 25
1989 23*
1990 25*
1991 27*
1992 15*
1993 17

24
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CONTEST CHAIRMAN N££D£D
It is with much regret that

Rich Hudgins,
WX6M Contest Chainnan for ·several years has
found it necessary to to relinquish his position of
Contest Chainnan. For many years Rich has been the
mainstay of the NCDXC's contest activity, not just on
his own, but as the stimulator for all of us to
participate in the annual MARATHON Contest, the
ARRL DX Contest and other DX relatedactivities.
Thank you Rich for the fme job over the years. We
wish you well and expect to see you high on the list
of contest operators in the future.

**AllTIM£ DX£R OF THE YEAR AWARD USTlNG**
BY RON PANTON, W6VG NCDXC HISTORIAN
The first mention of having a DXer ofthe Year is found in the DXer ofSeptember,
1959. On January 14, 1960, the club developed criteriafordeterminingtherecipient.
Art Fonseca, W6SR served as the chairman. A complete review of the archives
and all issues of the DXer since that date has provided the following list ofDXer
of the Year. These names and calls are the only ones I could find in the archives.
I (W6VG) presume the second date is the date of receiving the award, but this
does not always coincide with information received from some of the recipients.
1965-66 W6WX, Dave Baker

198@W6GO, Jay O'Brien

1966-67 W6CF, Jim Maxwell

1984-85 WB6ZUC, Josephine Clarke

1968-69 W6ISQ, Jack Troste
As a result, a new Contest Chairman must be 1969-70 W6RGG Bob Vallio
appointed. Rich has promised to give all the records 1970-71 K6SSJ, Bob Thompson
and information, as well as technical advice and 1971-72 W6TTS, Gene Darlington
assistance to his successor. Please contact K6TIL if 1972-73 N6QR Adam Mentes
you are interested in this opportunity to serve the
1973-74 WA6AHF,Rubin Hughes
NCDXC.
1974-75 K6DC, Merle Parten

'THANKS fOR YOUR HE!.P!
Many tnx, gracias, danke schoen, merci and arigato,
and many more. I am thanking all the help who were
handling "on site" registration at the Visalia DX
Convention. The complete pre-reg lists from
W6Bffi, programs & tickets were all available early
on, so stuffing envelopes was no problem. I wish to
extend my very hearty thanks to Steve, W6MKM,
Hal, N6AN, Jolm, WX6G & Jerry, K6SMH. These
four made me feel like excess baggage, because they
handled everything so beautifully at the 'on-site."
Ron, W6VG

1978-79 K6SSJ, Bob Thompson
1980-81 W6KG/W6QL (Colvins)
1881-82 NONE QUALIFIED

198i86
N6AN, Hal Godfey
198 - 7"'Ron Panton
1987

6DU, Eric Edberg

1988-89 W6SZN, Kip Edwards
1989-90 W60AT, Rusty Epps
1990-91 W6RGG, Bob Vallio
1991-92 K6TMB, Lou Beaudet
1992-93 K6ITL, Jim Knochenhauer
1993-94 KA6W, Ted Algren
1994-95 K6MA, Stan Kuhl

1982-83 W6BIP, Bip Bachman
Any one with information on those recepients for the periods 1960-64, 1975-78
and 1979-80, please send it to Ron Panton, W6VG, NCDXC Historian.

1995 MARATHON CONTES'f lOOMS AHEAD
DON"f MISS rr THIS YEAR!
TI1e ammal NCDXC MARATHON contest begins at 0001 UTC, Thursday, June I and
continues through the sununer until 2359 UTC, Thursday, August 3l.This is a grat time to
avoid mowing the lawn, washing the car, or other onerous chores! It is also a great time to
add a few countries to your NCDXC 9 Band DXCC list. Besides that, it is great fun.

TI1e contest is limited to club members residing within the club geographical borders defined as Northcm Califomia, from the Oregon border to the
Tehachapis. The honor system is used to report the countries worked and a check list is included in the DXer. TI1e contest categories are PHONE,
CW AND MIXED modes. To qualify for the MIXED mode, the entrant must work at least 25% of the couontries on either phone or CW. A
country may be counted only once, REGARDLESS of band or mode.
Call signs of the stations worked shall be noted on the check list and marked as to mode. TI1e completed check list must be submitted to the
Contest Chaim1an no later than September 30, 1995.
Witmers in each category will be awarded a plaque, with second and third place entrants receiving a special certificate. Other entrants reporting
100 or more countries will receive a participation certificate suitable for framing. Plaques and certificates will be presented at the next scheduled
meeting after the results have been published in the DXer.
Have fun and don't forget to promote the CALIFORNIA AWARD during the contest. Good hunting all.

6

MAY 1995

r=o=-~~--------------------------------~-··

SHOUlD OX CONVtNTION MOVt flOM VISAliA? If

SO~

WHElH

, er each DX Convention, some members ask if it can or should be held elsewhere and raise questions about the food quality and service,
~.<>eation, availability of rooms, etc. The Convention committee seldom receives more than a few comments, such as: "good convention"; "great
presentations!"; why didn't I win any prizes?"; "too few meal servers;" "my dinner was cold;" "the meat was tough"; or ''I would rather have a
double han1burger than that stuff'. TI1e numbers are rather small, but they may represent a large and silent group. One of our long time members
made several comments and suggestions. These were in reply to a prior response to the questions, "Why do we have to meet in Visalia?" Can't we
get better food quality and service? Isn't there a better place?"
"What you mean is that we can't do the convention for the same cost and therefore it is not possible to do it anyplace but Visalia." "No question
about it, the price would go up but for a quality weekend that's OK. The booze (referring to the hospitality hours) becomes no host which takes care
of the problem. Higher charges to attendees to cover the costs of meeting rooms and a better dirmer and or breakfast. Don't worry about the
vendors. The only ones that we need are the large ones anyway. The rest of us have two or three of everything we need. Neither ICOM or Kenwood
use your vendor room anyway. (Kenwood uses a convention provided room but ICOM has long preferred to have its own room in order to serve
coffee, soft drinks and other goodies. Ed.) Finally, quit looking at this weekend as a way of fattening the coffers of the club. It should, in my
opinion, be break even affair and not for profit. One other comment, we should have some decent visuals were we in a big city. I would like to see
the club put together a task force to investigate Reno for 1997. Lets look at costs, what's available, etc. My guess is that we can really do a quality
weekend that won't cost each attendee more than another $150 for the weekend. If that's too much, then they should not attend because their (sic)
dragging it down for all of us."
So what do you think? Is there a better place than Visalia? Are you willing to spend another $150 for registration and increased
room/meal/registration/travel costs?
How far in terms of travel hours are you willing to go? 4 hours? I I; 6 hours? I I; 8 hours? I I;
How much more are you willing to pay? $50 I I; $75 I I; $100 I I; $125 I I; $150 I I; $1 75 I I; $200 I I;
Is RV parking a major consideration? Yes I I; NO I I
What other location(s) do you feel would be better?
!nd your answers and comments to: CONVENTION SURVEY, Box 608, Menlo Park, CA 94026-0608 no later than May 20.
PERPETUAL ARRL DX CONTEST TROPHY RETAINED BY NCDXC. IS THIS THE FINALE?
The perpetual trophy awarded to the club with the highest score in the annual ARRLDX Contest was retained by
the NCDXC for its score in 1994. Jim Maxwell, W6CF made the presentation to the NCDXC at the International
DX Convention. Dating back to 1950, the trophy has shuttled back and forth many times between the NCDXC
and the SCDXC.
In January, I 995, the Northern California Contest Club proposed that a change be made in the intra club rivalry
and create a new competition which would combine the scores of the NCCC and the NCDXC to compete with the
combined scores of the SCCC and SCDXC. A copy of that letter was published in the February DXer.
Essentially, the NCCC feels that the present system is unfair to many of its
members who arc not members of the NCDXC as they cmmot compete equally and that using a combined
scoring method would equalize the playing field. The proposal gives us an opportunity to take a hard look at what we as a club wish to do in the
future. There are four options:
II
II
II
II

I. Keep the present competition between the two DX clubs;
2. Keep the present competition and add a new trophy for the combined scores of the DX and Contest clubs;
3. Start a new competition as proposed by the NCCC with members giving scores to the club of their choice;
4. Forget the contest, retire the trophy and let everyone do their own thing;

Please check the box above which represents your opinion. This subject will be discussed more fully at the next two club meetings as well.
SEND YOUR RESPONSE TO CONTEST SURVEY, P 0 BOX 60&, MENLO PARK, CA 94026-0608 NO LATER THAN MAY 201
.....•~··' --
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