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President's Comments

5. [ \\\QEE

It's that time again- the holidays- they are nice but they seem to come ground

with a higher frequency. This is perhaps the result of more sun spots or
come with getting older? Anyway, here we go again!

At our Nov. 10 meeting, one of our members, Doug Faunt, N6TQS, gave
and slide show on the most recent DX-pedition to Clipperton. Doug went
as the RTTY expert. He's right, Clipperton is not the nicest place in the w

Also at the meeting, we agreed to nominate Jon, AD6FX as our DX QSl

checker. Our previous nominee, Andreas, N6NU has already been picked
local SCM. Great! Now we have two checkers in the ranks.

Hoes it

a talk

along

orld!

card
by the

One of the solutions to our income vs. outgo problem is, to deliver the DX'er
on line. Printing and postage currently run about $4500 a year. That's half of

our budget. We will continue to publish and mail a paper copy for those
are not on line.

I guess I'm not very knowledgeable about computers. | have trouble using
(Acrobat) when downloading the DX’er. So here’s an idea for a future me
some one who knows how to use Adobe Acrobat, bring a laptop and a cell
to a meeting. | can bring the fancy projector that will give a big display.
takers? Let me or Don, AA6W know and we’ll put you on the program at
ture meeting.

I hope you and your dates can join us for the Christmas party Dec. 8 at Mart
Steak Pit in Millbrae. Ken Keeler's (N6RO’s) Devil Mountain Band will g
form. Contact Doug, W6JD for reservations.

I hope all of you and your families will have a wonderful Holiday Season.

73, Chuck, K6RK

N =

NCDXC Dues Information
Full and Associate Members;

Date Dues are Paid Member
1 July thru 30 September

1 October and after

Family Rate
$24.00 Plus $15.00

Plus $15.00

$24.00

*Members who have not remitted dues by the 30 September deadline are considered
from the membership roles. Those desiring to renew membership may do so anytime, but

be included in the new issue of the NCDXC Roster .
Absentee Member Dues are $16.00 per year.

who

Adobe
bting:
phone
Any
a fu-

nelli’s
er-

dropped
will not

\. J

2

December 2000



Cl

Treasurer’'s Report

Valid QSO By N7NG Al Lotze, W6RQ, Silent Key

October 2000

Income:
Dues $
Badge
Life Member -
WAGBTIM
Cal-Fed
CD interest for period
QSL card printing

Total Income

Expenses:
DXer Printing
American Legion
Post 105 Hall rental
thru June 2001
Repeater Phone
Storage locker
Postcard printing
Convention acc't -
back of check stamp
Roster & procedure
manual printing
Roster & procedure
manual postage
Club Officer’'s Expenses:
Printer cartridge
& stamps

Total expenses

Checking Accounts:
Club acct.
Repeater acct.
Convention acct.

Checking Total

9 month CD acct.
6 month CD acct.

Current Club Total  $

1,664 .43

3,465 45

10,360 .97

36,608 .84

343.0
20.0p

345.0

111.
154 .13

(o)
=

974 .04
253.95

250 .00
17 .4
585.40
40 .99
20.86
221.9p

230 .68

44 .69
10,241 .1p
1,807 .4

15,513 .89

10,734 .48

Here is another item of interest to It is with great sorrow and a sengse
DXers. This piece will straighten out | of personal loss that we report the pgss-
a lot of things folks have been won- ] ing of Al Lotze, W6RQ whose key bg-
dering about. came silent on October 29, 2000. He

| asked Wayne for permission for the] was 85 years of age.
DXer to reprint it. He sez OK. And Al was a longtime NCDXC membdgr
note that he is member of NCDXC. He| and a student of atmospheric and fo-
is a native of Redwood City and gradu-| lar phenomena. His study of sunspot
ated from Sequoia HS there—hi. As] activity was legendary and for magy
you know, he is now head of Member-| years he was the voice of radio propa-
ship Services at ARRL. gation on the Thursday Night Net. His

73, Jack, W6ISQ most recent contribution to the Clgb

The following from Wayne Mills, |was a series of three articles, which
N7NG, (long-time NCDXC member). | were published in the September, @c-
Wayne is Head of Membership Ser-| tober and November 1999 issues of fhe
vices at ARRL Headquarters. DXer.
———————————— Al and | shared a personal kinsh]p,

To the best of my knowledge, there| having both been born and raised]in
is no specific definition of a contact. | Terre Haute, Indiana. We both attended
The DXCC rules do, however, state] Rose Polytechnic Institute, but Al
that contacts must be “two-way.” This | graduated in 1937 - when | was orjly
implies at least some exchange of in{ one year old. We loved to reminisfe
formation. Perhaps the most basic in4 about “Dear Old Rose” whenever e
formation in communicating with | had the chance.
someone else is the fact that your ar¢ Itis my personal belief that the pags-
communicating with someone at all. | ing of Al lotze means our Club and
The next order of business would be] Ham Radio, in general, have lost a grat
to determine with whom each of the | treasure.
parties is communicating. In my view, 73, Al. Your friends in NCDXC will
since there is nothing actually speci-] miss you profoundly.
fied in DXCC rules, this is the mini-
mum information exchange implied by ~Decades ago, there was an awgrds
those rules: tracking book published, which statped

Each part must actually HEAR FOR that a minimum signal report (33 or 339)
HIMSELF, enough information to Was required for DXCC contacts. | have
determine the identity of other party. researched this, but | have never bpen

Communicating through a third part or able to find such a reference in the
“re|ay” doesn’t qua“fy DXCC rules. | have asked Bob Whi e,

While the exchange and accurate W1CW about this, and he doesn't fe-

copying of a signal report is not spe- call any such requirement.
cifically required, there seems to be | would like to mention at this poirpt
some sense thatitis a good third level thatitis qUite easy to avoid both of thg¢se
of communication. Why else would be fundamental requirements. It happeng all
do it so often? Why don't we just ex- the time. If you are attempting to esth-
Change Ca”signs? Good questionsl ThellSh contact with a weak Station, angl a
more you can communicate, the bet- “helper” on the frequency must say
ter the quality of your contact, | sup- “over” at the end of one transmissipn
pose. Still, DXCC does not require a SO that the other party knows when| to
Signa| report_ It's up to you to define start his transmiSSion, what is bei g
your own DXCC in this (and some conceded is that one party simply can-

other) sense. Continued on page 4,Col 3
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Online DXer By Dick Letrich, W6KM

This article is addressed to those For openers, it will help to reduce the

the future of the club. To alert memb

rs

of you who both have computers and operating costs in several ways. Numberwho are willing to accept the DXer via the
would like to help the club keep the one, it will save the cost of postage, not Internet, we will make an announcemg¢nt
cost of membership dues from go- just for one month or year, but for as (as Chuck Vaughn, AA6G now does) pn
ing up. You can contribute to this many years as you are a member. Secthe club reflector so you can rush rightjup
cause in a very easy and special way.ondly, it would mean that fewer copies and get the latest a few days before the gnail

Because we are in the digital age, it of the paper have to be printed, thus re-

is (and for quite some time has been) ducing printing costs. It would reduce the
possible to view the DXer on the
Club’s web site. It is also possible
to print a copy of it. Therefore, you

and affixed to the DXer. None of this
may have a direct impact on you, but it

mail works its way around. So as we
seeing in politics right now. Every Vote

number of labels that have to be printed in this case, every participant makes a §

difference. 73 Dick, W6KM.

re
Dr
B1G

have the option of foregoing a
printed and mailed hard copy of the

would have a huge impact on the cost o
the club doing business. If enough mem

Valid QSO (concluded)

DXer and, instead, viewing it on the bers were to take advantage of thig
web. method of getting the DXer, it could add
Now it is a fact that some mem- up to a sizeable saving to the cost o
bers don’t have a computer. Others operating the club.
who do, may not wish to print down  Would this, by itself, keep the Annual
the DXer or look at in this manner. Club Dues from going up? Maybe.
That's OK. But, let me point out Maybe not. But, if the Dues have to in-
some reasons why, by not requiring crease (and we are not at this point, with
a mailed hard copy of the DXer, you dues of $24 a year, breaking even) it may
can benefit in several ways. help keep the costs from sky rocketing
First, many members just look at in the future.
the DXer and then either discard it Remember, you do not have to volun-
or lose it around the shack and neverteer to get the DXer via the Club Web

not hear the other party adequately. If
party cannot hear the other party ther
no two-way QSO, in my opinion.

Anyway, DXCC cannot verify that tw(
way QSO'’s take place. We can only aca
a confirmation that says a “two-way” cg
tact took place. It is up to the parties
volved and pier pressure, in the end
decide what to accept. | am actually g
to see this type of discussion taking plg
| hope | have helped...

73, Wayne Mills, N7TNG/1,

Manager Membership Services Dept

bne
B s

ept

n_
to
ad

look at it again. If you have a com- Site. But, if you do, you will join the
puter and want to look at the current following members who care enough to
issue or for that matter a past issue stand up and be counted.

Meeting Picturesby wekwm

again, all you have to do is go to the K6TS, TOM JONES; W6EKR,

web site and bring it up on the com- WALT del CONTE; AC6HY, PHIL

puter screen. Yes, | know it takes a NUNEZ; W6KH, DICK LE

few minutes for the Adobe reader to MASSENA; W60OSP, BRUCE BUT-

load it. But when it does, you can LER; AA6W, DON ANASTASIA;

look at all of the pictures in full K6RK, CHUCK PATTERSON;

color! It has been pointed out to me W6BSY, MAC McHENRY; W6ZX,

that if your eyesight is not what it ALEX MEYER; W6KM, DICK

used to be, you can also enlarge theLETRICH; KG6AM, DEWEY

print to a size that makes for easy CHRUCHILL; W6JD, DOUG

reading. You also, get it several days WESTOVER and; KA6W, TED

earlier than those who get it via the ALGREN.

US SNAIL MAIL. Yes, you can To get on the band wagon, just notify

print it out if you want to take ad- Ron Panton, W6VG or myself and you

vantage of keeping a copy around or will be thanked and added to the list of

for instance if it has a form or sked names.

that you want to keep handy you | do know that some of you have nei-

don’t have to cut up a real copy. ther a computer nor any intention of get-

These are some of the advantages taing one. This request is being made only

you, the member. Now what would to those many members who do have

this mean for the club? computers and may not be aware of how
important their small contributions are to

Socializing Before the Meeting

The “Deserving” Gather...

December 2000
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Meeting PiX (Continued)

More of the “The Deserving”

A View of Clipperton
from Doug’s Program

Andreus, N6NU Steps up for a Tapg

Annual Christmas Party

When: Friday December 8, 2000. No host bar at 1830, dinner at 1930.

Where: Same as usual: Martinelli’s Steak Pit
1180 EI Camino Real -

Milbrae w
Menu:
Entree: Choice of 8 oz. prime rib, fillet of sole or chicken saute sec

Includes: Wine, green salad, relish tray, pasta starter, vegetables, potato
(rice with fish) and Martinelli’s cheesey french bread.

Price is $22.00 (tax and tip included).

Entertainment is scheduled to be Ken Keeler, N6GRO and his Dixieland
Band. Bring the XYL (or OM), kids, potential club members.

Please send your check, payable to the NCDXC along with your choice of
entree to:

Doug Westover, W6JD h"
717 Los Robles '
Palo Alto, CA 94306 *

Payment must be received by December 4.

Directions to Martinelli’'s Steak Pit

From 101 or 280 Take the Milbrae Ave. exit to El Camino. Turn north o
Camino to Center St. Center has a light. Turn right onto center and then rig
Martinelli’s parking lot.

If you're coming from the North here’s an alternate: From 101 or 280 tak
the 380 exit to EI Camino. Turn south on El Camino and about 2 miles to (
St. Left on Center and then right into Martinelli’s parking lot.

El
ht into

e
Center
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Bad News from FCCan Exerpt from the Pacific Division Update

The FCC has denied an ARRL Pe- ity to prohibit restrictive covenants residential areas as livable neighh
tition for Reconsideration calling on that could keep property owners andhoods” would be free to adopt zg
the Commission to declare that PRB- even renters from installing anten- ing that forbids antennas “commo
1 applies to amateurs living in ar- nas to receive TV, satellite and simi- and universally associated with thgse
eas governed by CC&Rs or condo- lar signals. The same principle, the that one finds in a factory area or|an
minium regulations just as it does to ARRL asserts, applies to Amateur industrialized complex.” The FC
hams regulated solely by local zon- Radio. The FCC Order says, how- conceded that while such rules copld
ing laws. The FCC Order also seeksever, that ham antennas are not likeconstrain amateur communicatiops,
to “amplify” the definition of the oft- over-the-air reception device anten-“we do not view it as failing to pro-
cited “reasonable accommodation” nas, “which are very limited in size vide reasonable accommodation to
phrase in PRB-1 with respect to lo- in residential areas.” Regardless ofamateur communications.”
cal land use and zoning. the extent of the FCC'’s discretion The FCC Order also stuck to

The FCC Order said the League with respect to CC&Rs generally, earlier conclusion that the currgnt
failed to demonstrate any “signifi- “we are not persuaded by ARRL’s standards for “reasonable accomino-
cant change in the underlying ratio- arguments that it is appropriate at thisdation and minimum practicablle
nale of the PRB-1 decision” that time to consider exercising such dis- regulation” spelled out in PRB-1 “are

would necessitate revisiting the is-
sue.

“The Order provides some addi-
tional clarification on the extent of
PRB-1 preemption, but it falls short
of providing the relief that ARRL
was seeking,” said ARRL Executive
Vice President David Sumner,
K1ZZ. Because Deputy Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau Chief
Kathleen O’Brien Ham issued the
November 13 Order under what'’s
known as “delegated authority,” the
ARRL was mulling whether to sub-
mit an application for review by the
full Commission.

issue is “critically important.” He

additional information and to plan

dress CC&Rs within the context of
Amateur Radio facilities, “this alone

iting the exclusion of CC&Rs” from

Sumner said the ARRL believes the of amateur communications “could http://www.arrl.org/announce/reg
said the League continues to gathermodation.” As an example, the Or-
on how to present its arguments moretion that would restrict amateur com-
persuasively before the FCC. The munications using small dish anten-

FCC Order said that even if the Com-
mission does have authority to ad-

does not necessarily warrant revis-

PRB-1. The ARRL has argued that
the FCC has Congressional author-

cretion with respect to amateur sta-sufficiently specific to cover an
tion antenna preemption,” the Order concerns related to unreasonable
said. or onerous conditions.”

In its initial denial a year ago, the The Order said the FCC continu

tions of homeowners and private precise height limitations belg
contracting parties to “follow the which a community may not reg
principle of reasonable accommoda-late, given the varying circumstang
tion” with respect to Amateur Radio. that may occur.”

The FCC Order also took the op- The Order combined the FCC'’s

FCC strongly encouraged associa-to believe that it should “not speclff)//

portunity to clarify by example what sponse to the ARRL petition with its

PRB-1 means by “reasonable accom+response to a similar filing fro
modation” in terms of amateur an- Barry N. Gorodetzer, N4IFE ar
tennas. The Order says the FCC doe&athy Conrad-Gorodetzer, KF4ID

not believe that zoning that provides of Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. The FQ

for extreme or excessive prohibition Order is at

be deemed to be a reasonable accomatory/rm8763.html.
Thanks, ARRL Letter.
der said, “we believe that a regula-

nas, antennas that do not present any
safety or health hazard, or antennas
that are similar to those normally
permitted for viewing television” is
not reasonable accommodation or
minimum practicable regulation.

On the other hand, the Order said,
communities wanting to “preserve

y
fees

es
es
e-
m
d
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DXer Profile: K6LQA, Bill Bradshaw

Editor’'s Choice

As you know, we have many members that we hear on the repeater, but seldlor

a chance to meet in person. This month, our featured member is Bill Brad
K6LQA. Bill is very active member who can be heard on the club 2 meter re
on a regular basis. But more importantly, he can be heard running the Th
night on the Air Net several times a year.

Bill has been a member of the club since February 1971, which means that H

soon coming up on his 30th year anniversary! Congratulations, Bill. His fa
mode of operation is CW and if you look closely at the photos, you will se
there is no microphone connected to his TS-940S rig. It sits alongside with
tic cover over it! Bill's back up rig, which he keeps in the closet, is also a
WOOD, but a TS-870. He has a nice floor mounted HENRY 2K4 linear that

high that all he needs to “have them all” is P5, North Korea. But that doesn’
him from staying active. His antenna can be cranked up to a full 72 feet,
kept at about 45 feet most of the time! Wow what a nice setup. Bill, also, hag
had a callsign change as his first call was KN6LQA.

Bill is a retired California Highway Patrol Officer and he keeps in touch w|
son in Los Angeles, who is also a Highway Patrol Officer and ham via th
Condor net many nights a week. | did enjoy seeing that Bill's keyer is a B
Brothers - same as is mine.

Thanks, Bill, for the chance to visit and see yet another neat ham shack.
GUD DX, Bill. Dick, W6KM.

h den behalf of the entir®Xer Staff, |
shavpuld like extend our best wishes to
beafer a Warm and Happy Holiday Seas
urddiays our fondest hope that all of t
“Deserving” will be rewarded for the
good deeds with a new country - p
8aps even the P5!

ollitel, personally, look forward to seei

b thetany of you at the Club Christmas P3
h plasMatrtinelli’s on Friday, December 8
ENt promises to be a gala event, which

hgisclude Ken Keeler’'s Dixieland Bangd.

Postage Increase Set for Next Year

Here we go again. The Post Office has This increase will impact lots of folk
ordered another postage increase effec-and, of course, raise everyone’s co
tive January 1,2001. MERRY CHRIST- And if you're expecting QSL cards, th
MAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR may not now have enough postage
FROM UNCLE SAM! The rates are make the trip! But, what can we exp
never increased to a value that is easywhen the Government can’t even get
to calculate and, of course, never to anpresidential election complet
even value for which they (already) have smoothly? We have had a Post Of
postage stamps printed. And, oh yes, it(and elections) for over 200 years nq
will take several months before the Post so don't hold your breath for a quick f
Office has them available for sale. So

come January, your issue of the DXer ANYMOUSE
will, no doubt, have two stamps affixed
to handle the one cent increase.
To set the rate at thirty-five cents so I

they can go a year or two before doing o =
their dance again won’t happen. They . "

. o . . —— o - 1_ y
claim it isn't possible, because they “are gl —
not allowed to make a profit by law”. '

Give me a break!

;Ce

S

2
tq
bCt
pu
d

5ts].

to the Convention in Visalia. We kngw
our attention to this activity will b
greatly increased.

Meanwhile, Sylvia and | will be bugy
settling into our new home. So, dop’t
look for me to be on the repeater very
much - even if ICOULD bring it up|
from Los Banos! Even so, we're look-
ing forward to the new year. It pro
ises to be a good one.

Best wishes to you all for a Happy 4
Healthy New Year!

73,

George, W6YD

Wl
X.

Coming Next Month

We received a nice letter from Hu
Cassidy, WABAUD in early Novembs
Along with the letter was a new stg
by Cass, entitled “Innovative DXing[".
It's an interesting story done in the ty
cal “Cass” style. | think you will enjo
it.

Also, there will be a liberal sprinklin
of pictures from the Christmas Party 3
an update on the Convention. Of cou
there will be the usual articles.

73, W6YD

se,
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